Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.)

Alzheimer's Disease

Mr. Speaker, Alzheimer's disease indiscriminately affects close to half a million
Canadians, robbing them of their memory, their ability to reason, and ultimately their
independence, and yet there are changes in our lives that we can make to reduce the risk.

I hope that my parliamentary colleagues will spend their coffee break with the
representatives of the Alzheimer Society and find out more about how to boost brain
health in Canada.

I would also like to pay tribute to Sarah Polley's moving film, Away from Her, based on
Alice Munro's short story, which illuminates the heartbreak of Alzheimer's. The film has
been nominated for two Oscars. I want to congratulate Ms. Polley and Telefilm Canada.

As Canadians, we should call upon the government to ensure it mounts a proper
campaign to make sure that we win those Oscars for an even greater awareness of
Alzheimer's and the fabulous Canadian film industry.



